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NEWSLETTER
The Septic Question, Emmet County report, by TOMWC
Despite being surrounded by the Great Lakes and blessed with thousands of inland
lakes and streams, Michigan is the only state in the nation without uniform standards
for how on-site septic systems are designed, built, installed and maintained. A state
code would be a benefit in terms of managing septic systems after they are
constructed. Only 11 of 83 counties in Michigan have a requirement for septic
inspections, and those are only during transfer or sale of property. Follow up is nonexistent in the other 72 counties. In 2015 MSU conducted a study using microbial
tracking tools. The results show that fecal contamination is affecting 100% of studied
river systems in the lower peninsula of Michigan (many lakes flow into those rivers).
To start to address the Septic Question, TOMWC originally partnered with the Health
Department of NW Michigan to study the Lake Charlevoix Watershed. They have now
expanded to Antrim, Emmet and Otsego counties as well. Of those 4 counties 13
townships have either adopted a septic ordinance or are considering one. The Emmet
County project has been funded by the Joyce Foundation.
TOMWC is also currently involved in discussions in Lansing to urge action on a state
wide code, but this could be farther in the future than desirable. Thus local
government is currently the best hope for taking action to address local concerns about
septic systems performance. Oversight of septic systems is a pro-active preventative
measure, rather than current reactions to fouling of our waters.
By law the Health Department of NW Michigan is required to inspect septic systems in
Emmet County 1) according to sanitary code, 2) if a citizen complains, 3) If another
governmental agency makes a referral, or 4) if related to the beach program. Beyond
this there are no requirements for regular inspections of existing systems. Board of
Appeals appointees need to be well trained so they can make decisions on a clear
standard of review based on public or health impacts, not political decisions.
The goal is to make change that is positive, not punitive for citizens, businesses and
local governments.
Editor note: A request will be made this fall to the Carp Lake Township Board to host a
septic presentation by TOMWC. All township residents who are concerned about failing
septic systems being a large part of the influx of nutrients impacting the growth of aquatic
vegetation in Paradise Lake should contact their township officials and encourage them to
allow the presentation by TOMWC. This should start an important conservation regarding
the health and safety of our citizens and our water bodies. It is time.
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PLA GOALS
*To Encourage the best
possible water quality of
Paradise Lake
*To Stress
communication,
education and promotion
about and for the
Paradise Lake area
*To Promote fish
management
*To Promote boat safety
*To Complete a visible
community
improvement project
annually

Paradise Lake Immature Eagle

PLA 2018 ACTIVITIES
Saturday a.m.
CBCW
Jan 21
Ice Fishing Tournament

June 09
Spring Bike Tour
July 07
A Summer Day in Paradise
July 28
Boating Safety Class
August 5 Annual Meeting
Sept 15
Fall Bike tour

PLA OFFICERS
President:
Greg Torsky
Vice President:
James (JP) Pauling
Treasurer:
Barry Potter
Secretary:
Jolene Michaels
Trustees: Dale Berry, Terry Burge, Mike
Madden, Mary Lu Norton,
Seasonal Trustees: George Bearden, Dick
Elliott, Donna Karbowski, Paul Karbowski

2018 PLA BOARD MEETING DATES
Members & Public Welcome

January 2
February 6
May 1
June 5
July 3

Aug 5 (Sunday)
September 4
October 2
November 8
December 4

For your consideration…
Here we are again at the end of another summer in Paradise. Where did the time go? It seems like
the summer only lasted like 15 minutes.
Soon cooler temperatures will start to move in and it will be time to put on our fall jackets. One by one
docks and boats will start to disappear. We have enjoyed the company of our summer residents and
friends, and soon they will be leaving for their winter residences.
The hot temperatures and lack of rain this year has caused the water level in our lake to be extremely
low. The P.L.I.B. was forced to turn off the aeration bubblers until after Labor Day. This is required in
the D.E.Q. permit, when there is no water flowing over the dam. Hopefully we get some much needed
rain this fall the help raise the water level.
Our Summer Fest was a great success again this year. Pancake breakfast attendance was up this
year. Our parade had 43 entrants, the most in many years. Thanks to all volunteers that make
Summer Fest a huge success.
Our fall activities are both in September. Once again we will be a rest stop host at the township
pavilion on Paradise Trail, for the Mackinaw City Chamber of Commerce Fall Bike Tour on
September 15th. We will also be doing our fall highway clean up during the last week of September,
tentatively Tuesday September 25th.
I would like to encourage all PLA members to be active and participate in our activities. WE NEED
YOUR HELP. Do your part to keep Your PLA strong and active.
Enjoy your fall season…………………….. Greg

Kindness is a language that the deaf can hear and the blind
can see……………Mark Twain
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PLA NEWS

CLEAN BOATS CLEAN WATERS(CBCW)
Trained PLA members and board members conduct a CBCW program at the MDNR public access on Paradise Lake each
Saturday morning through the summer months. This program informs lake users of invasive species and how to prevent
their spread by using the boat wash station to clean their boat when moving between different bodies of water.
Informative and useful handouts are available. Visit and learn.
SUMMER DAY IN PARADISE
The fun summer festival, hosted by the PLA was held on Saturday July 7th this year. Delicious pancake breakfast, bake
sale hosted by the Bliss Bunch and an outstanding street parade made for a fun community day. Kudos to Co-Chairmen
Greg Torsky and Donna Karbowski (Breakfast), Annie Coffin (parade) and to Dale and Angie Berry for their contribution
to the PLA from their delicious lunch booth proceeds. See Kodak memories on page 5.
LOON NESTING PLATFORM
The loon nesting platform purchased from the local Loon Corps and placed in our lake during springs of 2016, 2017 and
this year was ignored by the loons for a third year. The data suggests the loons are hesitant to accept anything that
seems foreign to them. The longer the platform is placed in the lake the more familiar it may become. The hope is to
entice a third pair of loons to make their residence on our lake. Information presented by the Loon Corps suggests that
loon chicks fledged from a particular lake will often come back to the same lake as adults to nest. Let’s hope that 2019 is
the year a pair of teenage loons decide that nesting on a raft will be the coolest thing. We saw Mom and baby recently!
WATER QUALITY MONITORING
Cathy Freebairn has conducted water quality sampling and Secchi Disk water clarity measurements on our lake this
summer. This program has been continuing through the Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council for over 30 years. The water
samples are frozen during the summer and given to TOMWC in the fall for analysis. Results are published in the March
PLA newsletter. Thanks Cathy for accepting this responsibility from Dick Elliott and also thanks to Tom Holmquist for
volunteering to assist Cathy next summer.
BOATING SAFETY CLASS
A Boating Safety class was not conducted on July 28th, 2018 due to lack of interest. Thanks to the Emmet County Sheriff
Marine officers who continue to train perspective boaters in legal and safety boating regulations for the State of
Michigan. Kudos also previous and future attendees who care enough to learn proper boating procedures and to Mike
Madden who accepted the responsibility of booking the Boating Safety Class from Dick Elliott. Mike contacted,
scheduled and advertised the event this year. Another Boating safety Class will be pursued next year. Stay tuned.
PLA BOARD ELECTION RESULTS

The PLA Annual Meeting was held at the township pavilion on Paradise Trail on Sunday, August 5th. A
delicious pot luck meal was shared and election of officers was conducted. Even though all board members are
the same people, Donna Karbowski stepped from Vice President to Seasonal Trustee, Jim Pauling moved from
Trustee to Vice President and Dale Berry moved from Seasonal Trustee to Full Time Trustee. Our very
effective President Greg Torsky creates an atmosphere which makes board members want to remain part of the
team! Greg ended the meeting with an informative discussion of PLA activities and events. However, even with
all his charm, he was not able to stop the much needed rainstorm which pelted the pavilion.
CHRISTMAS BASKETS

The PLA organizes a Christmas food basket delivery to families in the area in need of a little extra support and
Christmas cheer. We also deliver several “Thinking of You” fruit baskets to new residents or those who have
dealt with illness or death of a loved one during the year. For our summer residents cleaning cupboards in
preparation of heading south, boxes to collect non-perishable food items will be in place at the Carp Lake
General Store, the Paradise Lake Marina, Carp Lake Post Office outer lobby and Roy Alexander’s tan pole barn
at 7663 Paradise Trail, behind the Alexander’s Plumbing & Heating sign. Monetary donations for the perishable
items for the baskets can be made to the PLA at P. O. Box 2, Carp Lake. Sharing Joy is uplifting!!
Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

If You Love Paradise Lake You Should Join the Paradise Lake Association
Our $15 (or more by choice) annual membership fee is far less than 1 tank of gas or a dinner out. For
that cost you receive water quality monitoring with oversight by Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council,
surveys by various organizations, walleye planting, loon raft placement, Clean Boats, Clean Waters
program, sponsorship of Emmet County Sheriff Boating Safety class, our fun summer festival and
quarterly newsletters to keep you advised. Our membership year runs January 1st through
December 31st, the address label on your newsletter reminds you of the year through which your
dues are paid. An application/renewal form is on page 7 of this newsletter. Join us in protecting our
beautiful lake. Celebrate that our lake supports our nesting/fledging loons and eagles!!
BIG MAC FALL SHORELINE SCENIC BIKE TOUR
On Saturday, September 15th Karen Valot will chair the group of PLA members who will welcome fall bikers to the PLA
bike tour rest stop at the township pavilion on Paradise Trail. Volunteers will invite participants to partake of water,
lemonade and nutritional snacks provided by the Mackinaw City Chamber of Commerce to keep them hydrated and
fueled for the day. A fun day of interaction and community support!
WALLEYE PLANTING
The PLA board is planning to plant 1800 4” to 6”walleye in Paradise Lake in October for $2000. Our supplier for larger fall
walleyes did not have a successful rearing season in 2017. 1000 Walleye were released in our lake in 2016 and donation
canisters were placed in area resorts and businesses last summer. Donations were generous enough that with a dollar
amount from the PLA treasury the project reached the $2000 mark. That money was set aside last year to be used this
fall to pay for the walleye plant. If all works as planned, we will be placing donation canisters for additional walleye in
2019. In addition the MDNR planted 25,000 fingerlings near our public access this past spring. The DNR plant is on a 3
year cycle. The survival rate for the larger walleye is much higher, but we will take all that our lake is allowed to place. A
permit from the DNR is necessary to be sure we do not get our fish populations out of balance. Fish On!!
SEPTEMBER HIGHWAY CLEAN-UP
Tuesday, September 25th is the target date that Chairperson Donna Karbowski has chosen for the fall clean up of the
U.S. 31 roadsides. If you would like to get involved, contact Donna. The state of Michigan provides garbage bags and
organization of this important program, managed through the Emmet County Road Commission in our area. At
times, folks have volunteered to clean areas of other roadsides, using the provided bags during the scheduled dates,
and depositing for pick up by the county.

PLA WEBSITE
The PLA website is www.paradiselakeassociation.org. Visit there for updated information about our lake and
community. There are a number of beautiful photos submitted by PLA members. If you have photos you would like to
share, send to photos@paradiselakeassociation.org. Members can reach a given board member at specific email
addresses noted on website or email all board members using address: board@paradiselakeassociation.org
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Pancake Eaters

Color Guard

Baseball …

Pancake Makers

Parade Marshals: Meta & Mike Krusel

Hot Dogs …

Apple Pie………….
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Love the USA

And Chevrolet…………

Community Notes

Firefighters Christmas in July

Berry’s Lunch Booth

and the Eatery

Community Notes
CARP LAKE TOWNSHIP HALL RENOVATIONS
The original historic part of the Carp Lake Township Hall will be undergoing renovations
starting after the November election. Flooring, wall panels and suspended ceilings will be
removed. All will be insulated to prevent heat loss and then refinished with new surfaces.
Anyone interested in obtaining some of the original tin panels or other materials uncovered as
renovations progress, please contact one of your township board members and voice your
interest.
PARADISE LAKE IMPROVEMENT BOARD
The regularly scheduled meetings of the P.L.I.B. are the second Wednesdays of May, July,
September and November. The next meeting will be held at 7 PM on Wednesday, September
12, 2018 at the Carp Lake Township Hall. The meeting will include the budget hearing for the
2019 PLIB budget. A beginning discussion of septic tank issues will be one of the agenda items.
Please visit the first page of this newsletter for septic tank information. A heavy rain/runoff
season in 2017 resulted in elevated phosphorus levels in our lake last fall. These levels
combined with a warmer, low snow cover winter, allowing EWM growth beneath the ice, is
part of the problem causing increased EWM growth in our lake this summer. PLIB mailing
address is P.O. Box 52, Carp Lake, MI 49718-0052, e-mail address is paradiselib@gmail.com
and website is www.paradiselakeimprovementboard.com. This website is the official valid
source of information regarding PLIB minutes and business.
PURPLE LOOSESTRIFE
Purple Loosestrife, an invasive wetland plant, grows on Sommers Road south of Paradise Lake
and has been a control project of the PLA for a number of years. Cutting blossom heads,
digging plants and most recently using a beetle to control growth had, as of 2017, brought a two
mile stretch of road that had hundreds of plants down to a few dozen plants, producing a half
plastic grocery bag of flower heads last summer. The flowers are cut before seeds form to
prevent the spread. The PLA placed 100 Loosestrife beetles this early summer, but it has been a
hot and heavy growth season. See the photo in the back of a truck bed to realize the number of
healthy flower heads that were cut this late summer. This area will continue to be monitored and
hopefully many more beetles added next spring. If loosestrife gains a stronghold along a lake
shoreline, it is very difficult to control.

When little people are overwhelmed by big emotions, it is our job to share our
calm, not join their chaos……………t.r. knost
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2019 Paradise Lake Association Membership Application and Renewal Form
SUPPORTER - Family/individual membership, 1 year
………………………………………. $ 15
-Family/individual membership, 3 years
…………………………………………$ 40
SUSTAINER - For all business members and for families/individuals who want to
contribute more to the Association. Business members will be listed in the annual brochure.
Business Membership

Family/Individual Membership

……………………………… $ 35

BENEFACTOR - For business members or families/individuals who want to contribute
more to the Association. Business members will be listed in the annual brochure. All
benefactor members will be recognized in the December newsletter.
Business Membership

Family/Individual Membership

Amount enclosed $_________

……………………………….$100

Check number _________

Website: www.paradiselakeassociation.org
Please return this form with your dues to the:

Paradise Lake Assn. Treasurer
P.O. Box 2
Carp Lake, MI 49718
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP
Family Name_________________________________________________________________________
Summer Address (only if you receive mail in Carp Lake)________________________________________
City__________________________State_______Zip__________Phone____________________
Winter Address__________________________________________________________________
City__________________________State_______Zip__________Phone____________________
E-mail_________________________________________________________________________
CHECK HERE EACH YEAR INDICATING YOU WISH QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER BY
E-MAIL OR
REGULAR MAIL
BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP

Business Members please complete the following the way you want it stated in the annual
directory. Dues must be received by April 15, 2019 for inclusion in annual area directory.
(Remember to also give us the address where you receive your mail if different than business address)
Business Name_________________________________________________________________
Business Address________________________________________________________________
Business Phone__________________________________________________________________
Business e-mail _________________________________________________________________

The PLA has welcomed six new businesses into their membership this year. Look around and see if you recognize the
signs and where they are located. Only one new owner kept the original name. How aware are you of your
community? Encourage your family and friends to support and welcome these new folks to the neighborhood!!

