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MICHIGAN BOATERS AND ANGLERS 

You can help stop the introduction and spread of Aquatic Invasive Species! 

Aquatic invasive species such as zebra mussels and Eurasian water milfoil are often 

introduced and spread through recreational boating and angling activities and can 

have long lasting negative impacts such as reduced native species diversity, 

waterways choked with weeds and reduced opportunities for fishing, boating and 

swimming. Once an invasive species becomes established in a particular water 

body, eradication becomes very difficult and expensive. Fortunately, boaters can 

prevent the spread of invasive species and keep Michigan’s lakes and rivers 

healthy with just a few simple steps: 

INSPECT boats, trailers and equipment and remove all mud, debris and 

aquatic plant material from trailers and watercraft before launching or 

retrieving a watercraft. Use a hose or power washer when available and dry 

all equipment thoroughly before leaving the access area. 

 • DRAIN live wells, bilges and all water from boats before leaving the 

access site. Disinfect live wells and bilges with a bleach solution (1/2 cup 

bleach to 5 gallons of water) when possible. Fish diseases and microscopic 

life stages of aquatic invasive species can be hiding in seemingly clean 

water, so draining is an important step.  

• DISPOSE of unused bait in the trash. Do not release bait into the water. 

Release of bait and minnows can lead to the unintended introduction of 

aquatic invasive species. 

 • DO NOT TRANSFER FISH to water bodies other than where they were 

caught. This helps prevent the spread of both aquatic invasive species and 

fish diseases. 

 

IT’S THE LAW: DO NOT launch a watercraft or place a trailer in the water if aquatic 

plants are attached. DO NOT release unused bait into the water. DO NOT transport 

water over land in bilges and live wells. Violation of the law is a state civil 

infraction. Violators may be subject to fines. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         PLA GOALS 

 *To encourage the best 

possible water quality of 

Paradise Lake 

*To stress 

communication, 

education and 

promotion about and for 

the Paradise Lake area 

*To promote fish 

management 

*To promote boat safety 

*To complete a visible 

community 

improvement project 

annually 

 



 
 

 

For Your Consideration….. 
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                         

                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

Hello All, 

This will be my last “Letter from the President”. After serving as your President for 

the last eight years, it’s now time for me to retire and “pass the torch” to someone 

else. 

It’s time for some new board members with new, fresh ideas and enthusiasm. I urge 

all of you to become active with YOUR Paradise Lake Association. We need your 

participation and ideas to remain a meaningful steward of our lake. 

Please attend meetings and volunteer. We NEED you! 

Regards, Greg 
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PLA OFFICERS 
President:                    Greg Torsky 
Vice President:              Jim (JP) Pauling 
Treasurer:           Barry Potter 
Secretary:                        Laura Bertolini  
Trustees: Dale Berry, Mike Madden, David 
Milne, Mary Lu Norton                                   
Summer Trustees: George Bearden, John & 

Staci Morrison, Karen Valot 

2022 PLA BOARD MEETING DATES 

Members & Public Welcome 

 

January 4     June 7               September 6                   

 February 1   July 5                October 4 

                      Aug 7 (Sunday) November 1             

 May 5                                      December 6      

 

 

 

                    

 
 

PLA 2022 ACTIVITIES 

 

January 15      Ice Fishing Tournament 

July 10         EGLE Landing Blitz 

July 02         A Summer Day in Paradise     

August 7     Annual Meeting/Election                       

 

 

 

You may not know the impact you have had on someone’s life, the feeling you have given to someone 

simply because of your kindness. Your small act may have changed the mind of someone ready to give up. 

                                                            Choose Kindness. 

                                                                                 Choose Grace. 

                             Change the World……………bliss 



 
 

 2022 OFFICIAL PARADISE LAKE “ICE OUT” 

Saturday, April 23, 2022 at 3:00 PM was determined to be the official “Ice Out” on Paradise Lake. Michelle 

Hingston  chose exactly April 23rd at 12:00 PM which was declared to be the official PLA “Ice Out” 

determination. The main part of the lake opened a few days earlier, so Janice Fosmore, choosing April 22nd 

was deemed to be the person closest to that event.  These two experts used their scientific skills to calculate 

their predictions!!! When you see them, recognize them with all the respect due to their status of “FAMOUS 

PEOPLE!!”   It is unusual for ALL the ice to then be gone in such a short time period. Warm weather (Aahhh!!) 

Thanks to Barry Potter and Dick Elliott, for witnessing each and every large piece of ice disappear! 

PLA SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Jared Valot, from Mackinaw City High School, is the recipient of the PLA 2022 $1000 scholarship. His essay 

states: “My educational and career goals are simple, but I believe they will lead me in the direction I need to 

go to achieve my plan. I will be attending North Central Michigan College in the fall and majoring in General 

Studies. While there I will be investigating the areas of creative arts and computing and digital programs. 

Congratulations, Jared. We wish you success in your future endeavors. 

EGLE  AIS LANDING BLITZ 

The 9th annual 2022 Aquatic Invasive Species Landing Blitz will be held at the Paradise Lake MDNR public 

access site on Saturday July 10th!  Towels, key chains, water bottles and current information on preventing the 

spread of aquatic invasive species between bodies of water will be handed out by your PLA volunteers. Stop 

by and chat.  

WALLEYE PLANTING 

Your PLA will plant 6” to 8” walleye in our lake this fall. Donation canisters are at resorts and businesses 

around Carp Lake. The PLA will pay $1000 from their treasury toward the project to supplement your 

donations. Teamwork pays off!  

SUMMER DAY IN PARADISE 

The PLA has hosted a summer festival, “A Summer Day in Paradise” for 25 years. See page5 of this newsletter 

to find scheduled details of the festival. 

IN MEMORY 

Gary William O’Neil, Carp Lake, passed away peacefully on June 10, 2022. He is survived by his wife Kathy, 5 

children, Kara(Jeff) Nowacki, Amy (Don) Schlegel, Shannon, Ryan O’Neil and Cheryl Jurek and several 

grandchildren. 

Katie Darrow, Mackinaw City, passed away on June 11, 2022. She is survived by her son Darby (Mary) Darrow 

and several grandchildren. She was predeceased by her husband Perry and daughter, Cindy. 

Both Gary and Katie were long time members of the PLA. Our thoughts and prayers are with their families. 
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                   PLA NEWS 

If You Love Paradise Lake You Should Join the Paradise Lake Association 
Our $20 (or more by choice) annual membership fee is far less than 1 tank of gas or a dinner out. For 

that cost you receive water quality monitoring with oversight by Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council, 

input from various organizations, walleye planting, our fun summer festival and quarterly 

newsletters to keep you advised. Our membership year runs January 1st through December 31st; the 

address label on your newsletter reminds you of the year through which your dues are paid. 

Application is available on our web site under the “Store” tab and can be conveinently paid with your 

credit card.  Join us in protecting our beautiful lake. The fun times and events are a bonus!  

 



 
 
(Continued from page 3) 

ANNUAL MEETING 

Sunday, August 7, 2022 will be the date of the PLA Annual Membership Meeting, held at the Carp Lake 

Township pavilion on Paradise Trail. The meeting will begin at 2 p.m. with a pot luck lunch, beverages 

provided. Please bring your tableware and a dish to share. The meeting and election of officers will follow the 

lunch. Good friends, good food, good information!! Stay informed. 

PLA WEBSITE 
The PLA website is www.paradiselakeassociation.org. Send e-mail to: 

barrypotter@paradiselakeassociation.org .  

Members can submit photos to photo@paradiselakeassociation.org and contact board members: 

board@paradiselakeassociation.org.  Paradise Lake Association of Carp Lake 

 

 

 
 

 PARADISE LAKE IMPROVEMENT BOARD (PLIB)  

 2022 PLIB meetings will be July 13th, August 10th and November 9th at the Carp Lake town hall at 7 PM. The 

PLIB mailing address is P.O. Box 52, Carp Lake, MI 49718-0052, e-mail address is paradiselib@gmail.com and 

website is www.paradiselakeimprovementboard.com. This website is the official valid source of information 

regarding PLIB minutes, reports and business. 

THIRSTY THURSDAY FLOTILLA ON THE LAKE 

Every Thursday afternoon at 4:30 PM lake residents and friends are meeting in the middle of the lake and 

deciding where to anchor together in a flotilla, for conversation and communication. The location to anchor 

will depend on the weather and direction of the wind. We’ll head where it’s calm. Come join in the fun!  

CARP LAKE TOWNSHIP SPRING CLEAN-UP 

Saturday, June 25th from 8 am to 2 pm is the annual Carp Lake Township clean-up date. The site is at the 

gravel pit on Schmalzried Road, ½ mile west of US 31. Township residents only can participate, bring proof of 

property ownership. There will be a separate container to collect any item with metal attached, even anything 

with a power cord. PROHIBITED ITEMS ARE: construction materials from contractors, toxic liquids, yard waste, 

household garbage, concrete, bricks or blocks, mattresses or TV’s, no tires.  No charge to dispose of accepted 

items. Flyers at the Carp Lake Post Office have details. To dispose of toxic materials, call Emmet County 

Household Chemical Drop Off line at 231-348-0640. Call Paul Teike at 231-373-7138 if you need help with 

heavy items or would like to volunteer to help with clean-up day.  
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      Community Notes 

Always pray to have eyes that see the best, 

               a heart that forgives the worst, 

                     a mind that forgets the bad,  

                           and a soul that never loses faith………………fb.com/be.positive.enjoy.life 

 

 

 

 

http://www.paradiselakeassociation.org/
mailto:barrypotter@paradiselakeassociation.org
mailto:photo@paradiselakeassociation.org
mailto:board@paradiselakeassociation.org
mailto:paradiselib@gmail.com
http://www.paradiselakeimprovementboard.com/
https://www.pinterest.com/bobmarilyn2287/
https://www.pinterest.com/bobmarilyn2287/


 
 

25th ANNUAL SUMMER FESTIVAL, SATURDAY, JULY 2, 2022 
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OUR FAITHFUL CARP LAKE FIRE DEPARTMENT STAFF AND 

TRUCKS WILL PARTICIPATE IN THE PARADE AS THEY HAVE 

FOR MANY YEARS   

 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST - 8 TO 11 AM 

PROVIDED BY THE PARADISE LAKE ASSOCIATION IN THE HARBOR LIGHTS 

GRILLE FOOD TRAILER AT THE CARP LAKE TOWNSHIP PAVILION ON 

PARADISE TRAIL 

$6 ADULTS – $4.00 12 AND UNDER – UNDER 5 FREE 

 

GET YOUR T-SHIRT AND BASEBALL CAP WHILE YOU ARE THERE 

 

  

STREET PARADE ON PARADISE TRAIL  

1 PM                               

  LINE UP ON WHEELING ROAD AT 12:30 – PROCEED TO PUBLIC ACCESS 

JOIN IN!! 

 COMMUNITY FUN DEPENDS ON YOU—SHOW US YOUR STYLE!! 

 



 
 

2021 Paradise Lake Water Quality Report from TOMWC 

How to Understand This Report 

Volunteers collected data following protocols outlined in Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council’s Volunteer Lake 

Monitoring Quality Assurance Project Plan. Water transparency was measured weekly by lowering a black and 

white Secchi disk into the water and recording the depth at which it is no longer visible. Chlorophyll-a, a 

pigment found in all green plants and algae, was collected using a water sampler lowered to twice the depth of 

the Secchi reading. Water was then filtered and later analyzed to estimate the density of phytoplankton in the 

water column. Higher chlorophyll-a concentrations indicate greater phytoplankton densities, which reduce 

water clarity. These two parameters together can tell us about a lake’s productivity, or ability to support aquatic 

life. Water that is clear can indicate a lake without a lot of plant growth, while water that is turbid, or cloudy, can 

indicate abundant plant life. Most lakes in Northern Michigan are phosphorus-limited, meaning the biological 

productivity (i.e., algal growth) is limited by the amount of phosphorus available. Phosphorus is an important 

nutrient for plant and algal growth; however, too much can have a negative impact on water quality. 

A Note about Trophic Levels 

Trophic state index (TSI) is a way to classify lakes using Secchi disk, chlorophyll-a, and total phosphorus 

measurements. Nutrient availability, water volume, and the rate at which water is added to or lost from a lake 

are just a few of the factors determining productivity. TSI values range from 0 to 100. See Table 1 to learn 

about each category. All three parameters were monitored on Paradise Lake in 2021 and will be used in the 

following sections to determine overall lake quality. 

Table 1. Trophic state indices and their relation to lake characteristics. 

Trophic State Carlson 
TSI 

Total 
Phosphorus 
(ug/L)* 

Secchi Disk 
Transparency. 
(ft)* 

Chlorophyll-
a (ug/L)* 

Lake Characteristics 

Oligotrophic <38 <10 >15 <2.2 Low levels of organic 
matter, deep, clear, 
oxygen-rich bottom, 

cold-water fish 
species like trout, 

limited by phosphorus 
Mesotrophic 38-48 10-20 7.5-15 2.2-6 More organic matter, 

oxygen is low at lake 
bottom, good habitat 

for walleye 
Eutrophic 48-61 20-50 3-7.5 6-22 High amount of 

organic matter, lots of 
plant growth, poor 

clarity, no oxygen at 
lake bottom 

Hypereutrophic >61 >50 <3 >22 Nutrient-rich, 
nuisance algal blooms 

and plants, low 
visibility 
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(Continued from page 6) 

 
We would like to voice appreciation to Dave Milne for collecting water samples and taking Secchi Disk 

measurments during the summer of 2021. 
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If you want to lift yourself up, 

             ……………..Lift up someone else….Booker T. Washington 
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Official Michigan Boating Safety Course Online 

Take this Michigan–approved course to complete your online boating safety education. 
Boat-ed.com is a delegated provider for the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources. 

Take the Michigan Boating Safety Course at boat-ed.com  

Is it the Boating safety license? 

Boating safety education certification is not the same thing as a Boating license. What you really need is the 
Boating Safety Certificate. You can get the Boating Safety Certificate by taking this boat safety course at boat-
ed.com.  

 

 

 

This safety course is proudly made to serve students, agencies, and 
organizations worldwide. 

Is it the Boating safety license? 

Boating safety education certification is not the same thing as a Boating license. 
What you really need is the Boating Safety Certificate. You can get the Boating 
Safety Certificate by taking this boat safety course at boat-ed.com. Find out if 
you need the card. 

Did you lose your card? Replace it here. 

 

Michigan Department of Natural Resources 

PO Box 30028 Lansing, MI 48909 

Made in the U.S.A. 

https://www.boat-ed.com/michigan/boating_card.html
https://www.boat-ed.com/michigan/sign-up/
https://www.boat-ed.com/michigan/boating_card.html
https://www.boat-ed.com/michigan/boating_card.html
https://www.boat-ed.com/michigan/sign-up/
https://www.boat-ed.com/michigan/boating_card.html
https://www.boat-ed.com/michigan/boating_card.html
https://www.boat-ed.com/michigan/faq#card-replacement
http://www.michigan.gov/dnr


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                  

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 

                                                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       


